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ways. He would not even look at the face of the others.
These sisters felt dejected and disappointed and complained
to their father, "Dear father! our husband is fascinated by
Rohini and does not care for us. Why did you marry all of
us to one person. Now we are miserable." Daksha felt sorry
for them and retained them in his own house.
Somehow, after a long time Chandra went to his
father-in-law's house and requested him to send back his
wives with him. He expressed his regret for the partiality
shown to Rohini and promised to bestow equal attention,
love and care on all the sisters. After a lot of persuasion
Daksha sent them all with Chandra in the fond hope that
they would be happy. But Chandra did not mend his ways.
In his infatuation for Rohini, he continued to adore her
always. He would not even look at the face of 'others, nor
even think of them. They lived like prisoners in their own
home. Learning about the continued ill treatment of his
twenty six daugthers by their husband, Daksha became wild
with rage. The sin of neglecting the properly wedded wives
was unpardonable. Earlier Chandra sinned with the wife
of his own preceptor. These two sins deserved a fitting
curse on his handsome personality. Daksha cursed that
Chandra should suffer from leprosy. The cursed Chandra
lost his brightness and became a leper detested by one and
all. Day by day his lustre faded though it was restored to
some extent by grace of Sun's rays. As his original shine
was lost as a result of his becoming an ugly leper, Chandra
became very sad. Repenting his sinful acts he visited several
holy places and took bath in innumerable teerthas. There
was no improvement in his condition.
At last providentially he reached Dandakaranya, met
Sage Agastya and stood before him hanging his dull and
repulsive head in shame. The sage being dear to Lord Siva
and a Sarvagna identified his visitor and cognised the
reason for his plight. "You have not only neglected your
duty as a husband but also sinned against your guru by